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Methods
BZR and AVS worked together in follow up meetings to 
reconstruct the intended meaning of her initial metaphor for 
success with Colby & Bodily’s (2018) poetic analysis1

Reshaped the interview transcript into found poetry2 by 
elaborating on pauses and emphases in the original audio

Interpreted the metaphor with Ricoeur’s hermeneutics3 by 
reading behind the text (explaining the context of her 
expression and reaching an understanding with the context 
considered) and reading in front of the text (elaborating on 
possible interpretations by different audiences and ways the 
meaning was appropriated by the researchers)

Purpose
To be faithful to participants’ voices and 
their expressions of emotions

To explore the meaning of a metaphor 
of success in physics

Positionality
BZR is a Mexican Puerto Rican male PhD student in 
physics education research

AVS is a white female undergrad, received an economics 
degree, taught HS chemistry, returned to pursue a 
physics degree. No longer pursuing a physics degree 
and is teaching HS physics.

Dandelion by AVS
Original Transcript

BZR: So success in physics is like…
AVS: Hm. Um. You know that plant? It's a weed. I think 

it's a dandelion. The one that grows in with a puff 
ball? And then you blow on it and make a wish? 
That's success in physics. 

BZR: How so?
AVS: Um. Because it starts with just this little idea. And 

then it grows into these possibilities. And all you 
have to do is breathe and then they go into the 
universe. To be explored by other people. And that's 
success in physics. 

Takeaways
When talking about success in physics, physicists should talk 
about the hope involved in physics (e.g. developing ideas, service 
to the world) and not center the struggles

Researchers should incorporate poetic analysis with participants 
to see data in new ways, reach insights from implied emotions, 
and allow participants to more fully express themselves.

Reading behind the text

In follow up meetings, AVS explained she:

Did not want focus on the “wish” or “weed” aspects
Intended to express a naïve hopefulness

had professor who focused on struggling in physics
research advisor was uninterested in service
wanted to inspire others in similar situations. 

Focused on controllable and uncontrollable actions 
needed to develop ideas

Emphasized a desire to share ideas with other experts
specifically about quantum mechanics

Reading in front of the text

In the follow up meetings, AVS and BZR realized:

AVS’s metaphor can be applied in many contexts
Can be applied to this work

AVS was not restricted to success in physics

Space is intentional and necessary for her expression
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