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TL;DR 1. We modified the ITSI
for use in STEM. 2. Participants
had differing views of who they
would implement inclusive
strategies for.

Every person has different needs, abilities, and interests [1]. However, postsecondary
faculty are unaware of how to support students with a broad range of abilities [2],
and STEM faculty have demonstrated more negative views toward students with
disabilities [3]. The Inclusive Teaching Strategies Inventory (ITSI) was developed to
measure postsecondary instructors’ beliefs and practices related to supporting
learner variation [4]. We modified the ITSI to be more appropriate for STEM faculty.

Prompts from first part of Modified ITSI

1. Make individual accommodations for students.
2. Arrange extended time on exams for students. 
3. Extend due dates of assignments to accommodate the needs of students.
4. Allow flexible response options on exams (e.g., change from written to oral)   

for students.
5. Allow flexibility in submitting assignments (e.g., electronically, written).
6. Allow students to use technology (e.g., laptop, spell checker) to complete 

tests even when such technologies are not typically permitted.
7. Allow students to digitally record (audio or visual) class sessions.
8. Provide copies of my lecture notes or outlines for students.
9. Provide copies of my overhead and/or PowerPoint presentations to students.
10. Post electronic versions of course handouts.
11. Allow students to complete extra credit assignments in my course(s).
12. Reduce the course reading load for students who express a need.
13. Reduce the course homework load for students who express a need.

For whom would you 
implement these practices? 

Here’s what we found in our preliminary study: 13 responses collected at APS section meetings.

Who would you do this for?

Prompt None Only 
SWD

Who 
Need It

All

1. 0 0 9 4
2. 0 2 9 2
3. 0 1 8 4
4. 1 4 6 2
5. 0 1 7 5
6. 1 6 4 2
7. 0 0 4 9
8. 2 3 1 7
9. 0 1 2 10

10. 0 0 2 11
11. 6 0 1 6
12. 6 2 3 2
13. 4 3 4 2

More participants selected “No students”

Who is included in the “only students with disabilities” category?

A. Students registered with the disability services office
B. Students not registered but who have a diagnosed disability
C. Students who identify with a disability (i.e., undiagnosed)

In future surveys, need to account for participants’ differing views.

A: 5 C: 2 A and B: 4 A, B, and C: 2

Who is included in the “students who need it” category?

• Those who express a need to the instructor
• Those with extenuating circumstances outside of the classroom
• Those with a “valid” excuse
• Those whose learning would be significantly impacted

Adding inclusive practices means instructors do not need to make
decisions about who needs accommodations.
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